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The Birmingham Children’s Hospital Annual Memorial Service took place in May at St Chad’s Cathedral in
Birmingham. This was organised and run primarily by the Chaplaincy, Bereavement and Palliative Care,
and PICU teams, with support from other staff from around the hospital. All families who lost a child
who was a BCH patient in the past year received an invitation, as well as all families who attended the
previous year’s memorial service. Many families choose to come back to remember their child at the
service every year.
This is the twelfth year that we have run the service, and we had what we think was the largest number of
attendees that we have ever had, with around 330 people attending, as well as staff helping out and
singing in the choir.
Some of the key parts of the service are specially written hymns, a
reflection given by one of the chaplains and the reading of names of
children of the families present. Families had an opportunity to submit
poems or tributes to their child in advance, and these were printed on an
anthology booklet which all families received a copy of at the service, and
some families read these out during the
service.
There are two activities in the service for
people to take part in. Each family receives
a candle with their child’s name on, and
they are invited to light this and place it on
a table at the front of the Cathedral. These burn throughout the service,
and can be taken home by the family afterwards.
Each family is given a paper leaf to write a dedication to their child on.
Families are invited to tie their leaf to a decorated tree, and these tributes
are then kept in the Chapel at Birmingham Children’s Hospital, and families are able to add to the
memorial tree throughout the year.
Families often bring siblings and other children to the service, so there is a space for children to take part
in art activities. Children are encouraged to decorate a display of photos made up of pictures submitted
by parents, which creates a very beautiful effect.
Feedback from attendees tells us that parents and families value a time and space to come together and
remember their child in a supportive environment.
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This article describes how word clouds were used as a form of narrative
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