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In this month's newsletter, we want to tell you about an exciting
project that we ran at the end of August and beginning of September
– hatching quail chicks in our Chapel!
We set the eggs in the Chapel, a public space so that everyone could
see them, although we kept the incubator in a locked cage, both for
infection control reasons and because it was important that the eggs
weren't disturbed too much. The eggs were incubated for about two
and a half weeks, during which time there was already a lot of interest
in the project.
The main part of the event was of course after the chicks hatched. We
were caught by surprise when they hatched a day early and in the
middle of the night, so we came in on a Friday morning to discover
four newly hatched chicks. They spent a few hours in the incubator to
dry off and we then moved them into a bigger cage where they lived
for a week.
Anyone who was not immunocompromised could come in at any time
to have a look at the chicks. They were very popular with patients, staff
and families! We ran a few activity sessions themed around the chicks,
including making chocolate nests, paper plate quails and an egg and
spoon race. We also had a set of posters around the hospital called
the 'Quail Trail'. Each poster had a question about quail on it, and all
the answers were available in the Chapel. If they had permission from
ward staff and their parents, then we allowed children to handle the
quail chicks for a short amount of time.
After a the week was up, we said goodbye to the quail as they went to
live with a member of the Chaplaincy team, who is keeping them as
pets. We asked anyone visiting the quail for name suggestions, then
we put all the suggestions in a bag and drew four of them out at
random, giving the four names: Pippin, Ichabod, Chirpy and Beaky.
Keep an eye on our twitter feed for updates about the quail!
We would like to say a huge thank you to Dr Chicken (a.k.a. Lewis)
who rented all the equipment to us, and also gave us lots of invaluable
advise and support: http://drchicken.wixsite.com/drchicken
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